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Twinning Exchange – May 2010
In May  55 of our French friends came to Leatherhead 
by coach for the annual exchange. 

The  group  headed  for  Hampton  Court  Palace  on 
Friday  morning  and  after  a  guided  tour  where  we 
honoured by a visit from King Henry and his new bride 
Anne!  The  sun  shone  for  a  picnic  in  the  palace 
gardens at lunchtime.

On Saturday morning Cllr  Tim Hall,  the Chairman of 
Mole Valley Council, attended a formal Civic Reception 
at  the  Leatherhead  Register  Office  and  took  great 
pleasure  in  welcoming  the  Mayor  of  Triel,  M.  Joel 
Mancel.  Both expressed their wish that links between 
the two communities are strengthened and extended 
by further exchanges between local organisations and 
schools. 

After a visit to the local art exhibition by Leatherhead 
Art Group, and a trip to The Fire and Iron Gallery in 
Leatherhead on Saturday afternoon, the twinning visit 
was rounded off in the evening with a dinner dance at 
Tyrell’s  Wood Golf  Club,  at  which hosts  and guests 
danced  the  night  away  together  to  the  live  band 
‘Atlantis’. 

Remembering Ron – a Charity Bike 
Ride to Paris, via Triel!

In July, 5 intrepid young cyclists left the London Eye on 
a charity  cycle  ride to Paris,  with  plans to detour  to 
Triel en route.

The trip was organised by Jake Presley, in memory of 
his  grandfather  Ron,  who sadly  passed away at  the 
end of 2009.  Ron, along with his wife Frances, had 
been  a  member  of  our  twinning  organisation  for 
several years. 

The cyclists left on the morning of Friday 9 July and 
arrived  in  Triel  on  Mon  12,  soaked  by  a  sudden 
cloudburst!.  They were met by Philippa and other Triel 
friends and took refuge in the Maison Senet for their 
picnic lunch.

They arrived at the Eiffel Tower later the same day to 
be met by Frances and her son Nick, and celebrated 
their achievement with an enormous ice cream!
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Jake and his friends did the ride to raise funds for the 
charity CRY (Cardiac Risk in the Young) which was 
Ron's special charity,  as he was their first Chairman 
and then a Trustee for many years.  The lads have so 
far  raised  £3565.00  for  CRY and  donations  can  be 
made online at

 http://www.justgiving.com/wellingtoncollege-cry

The  ‘Friends  of  Triel’  remember  Ron  with  great 
fondness, and know how proud he would have been of 
Jake’s achievement.

Beaune

Every September, a group of Triellois meet up with a 
group from their German twin town of Seligenstadt for 
a walking weekend.  This year, their destination was 
the beautiful wine-producing town of Beaune, and a 
small group from the committee of the ‘Friends’ were 
invited to join them.

Staying in a small hotel, we were a group of 35 in total, 
5  of  whom  were  English  -  Paula,  Navin,  Beverley, 
Bridget and Hubert.  It was a great pleasure to meet 
the  German  contingent  who  were  very  friendly  and 
who, happily, spoke excellent English (and several of 
them excellent French too!)

We were blessed with beautiful weather for the whole 
trip,  which  included  a  walk  through  the  Cotes  de 
Beaune vineyards and up into the woods for a picnic. 
Wine-tasting  and  a  tour  of  the  beautifully-preserved 
medieval  Hospices  in  the  delightful  town  of  Beaune 
made  for  a  thoroughly  enjoyable  and  memorable 
weekend.

Before we left, the Chair of the Seligenstadt twinning 
organisation, Christine Grimm invited the ‘Friends’ to 
join them in Seligenstadt from Saturday 18th    June - 
Monday 20th June 2011 for a special carnival, the Fete 
des Cuilleres (Geleitfest),  which takes place every 4 
years.  Christine has suggested arriving on Saturday 
(June  18)  and  departing on Tuesday (June 21)   as 
they have firework and party on Monday night. 

If you are interested in the trip to Selingstadt please 
contact a committee member.
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...and other Friends social events in 
2010
March  saw  28 of  our  members  setting  out  on  a 
pleasant  Spring  afternoon  for  a  gentle  ramble  over 
Ashtead Common, lead by the energetic duo of Mary 
Cree and Clara Turner!  The depth of the mud was a 
little  daunting in  places on the common,  but  after  a 
couple  of  hours,  the  hungry  wanderers  returned  to 
Paula’s  house  for  afternoon  tea  and  a  variety  of 
delicious cakes.

John  Goodchild  takes  a  restful  break  on  our 
Spring ramble on Ashtead Common. Our members 
will miss John's humour, charm and warmth and 
treasure  our  memories  of  the  good times we all 
shared.

The Friends ‘Boules Tournament’ and summer picnic 
at Jenny’s house in early September may have begun 
under umbrellas, but it ended in bright sunshine!  36 
members of the twinning association came along to 
share food and wine in Jenny’s lovely garden, in what 
has become a popular annual event for the Friends. 

Again Mary and Clara were at the fore on the boules 
green, though Jackie Stenner deserves a mention for 
her great enthusiasm, and giant Jenga kept large 
groups of us amused on the patio

Connie at 90
The Friends of Triel are delighted to offer Constance 
Edser,  founder  member  of  the  Triel  twinning 
organisation many congratulations on her 90th birthday!
Family and friends gathered at a hotel near Richmond 
Park  in  August  to  celebrate  this  special  day  with 
Connie and Bill. 

 Many Happy returns Connie! 

Friends of Triel AGM
You  are  all  cordially  invited  to  the  Friends  AGM  / 
Cheese and Wine which will  be held on Tuesday 16 
November  2010  at  8pm  in  the  Reeves  room  at 
Leatherhead Parish Church Hall.  

The agenda will be

1. Welcome
2. Minutes of last AGM
3. Matters Arising
4. Chairman’s report
5. Treasurer’s report
6. Election of Officers 
7. Any other business – June visit to Triel

The committee hope as many members and friends as 
possible will join us for cheese and wine (all French of 
course!)  after  the  meeting.  We would  also  be  very 
interested to hear from anyone who would like to join 
the committee.

Members should note that their annual subscription of 
£5 will  be due for payment in November 2010 at the 
AGM.

STOP PRESS!!!    
Looking forward, the proposed dates for the visit to our friends in Triel will be from Thursday June 2nd  2011 to 
Sunday June 5th 2011. We are hoping that fixing the dates so early we will result in a good turn out and enable us to 
secure a better choice of crossings for the coach. 
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Joining the Friends of Triel
There is great enthusiasm in Triel to 
link up with local organisations over 
here -  representatives  from French 
churches,  choral  societies,  football 
clubs,  schools  and a  host  of  other 
organisations  in  Triel  are  keen  to 

foster  links  with  similar  organisations  in  the 
Leatherhead area.  The twinning committee would be 
delighted to hear from any local groups who would like 
to join the ‘Friends of Triel’.

On a more personal level, the welcome and hospitality 
encountered by the various groups who have visited 
Triel over the years is always warm and generous. The 
committee are keen to expand the membership of the 
‘Friends of Triel’ and would welcome any individuals or 
families who would like to join as new members.  If you 
are  interested  in  joining or  finding out  more,  please 
contact Paula Hancock  on 07767 833427 or  by email 
paula303@2000net.com

About Triel
Triel-sur-Seine  is  a  small  town  of  11000 inhabitants 
situated  approximately  30  kilometres  north-west  of 
Paris on the banks of the River Seine.

Located  on  an  old  trade  route 
which  ran  from  the  coastal 
towns  of  the  north-west  to 
Poissy  and  Paris,  Triel  was 
proclaimed a free town in 1221. 
The ancient church of St Martin 
in  Triel,  which  dates  back  to 
1240,  is  renowned  for  its 
impressive  stained  glass 

windows.  Triel also has a small theatre in a recently-
restored 18th century building.

The wooded hills  behind the town are known as the 
Bois de L’Hautil and are a popular place for walking.
On the crest of these hills is the Château de la Tour 
which  was  built  in  1890  and  now  houses  the  Triel 
Observatory.  Opened in 1991 and known as the “Parc 
aux Etoiles”,  the observatory affords an unparalleled 
view of the universe and is a stargazer’s paradise!

The  people  of  Triel-sur-Seine  are  known  as  “les 
Triellois” and are not only proud of their town, but also 
extremely  hospitable.   We  hope  that  you  will  take 
advantage  of  their  hospitality  and  discover  Triel  for 
yourself. 

For  more  information  see  the  web-site 
http://www.mairie-triel78.fr/ ■

Friends of Triel (Leatherhead and District Twinning Association)
Annual Membership Application 
(£5 for Family or Organisation membership)
Name Please tick the boxes below to indicate your 

interests:

Host a French Visitor

Take part in an exchange visits

Help organise an outing

Please enclose a cheque for £5 made payable to 
“Leatherhead and District Twinning 
Association” and send to Johanna Hancock, 
Rye View,  21 Links Close, Ashtead, SURREY 
KT21 2HH

Address

Telephone

Email

Signed
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