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Jubilee Twinning Exchange – June 
2012

Two Trielloises, Claire Muff and Nicole Jusseraud 
have written articles about their visit. It is the first time 
we have invited French contributors. Thank you both.

A visitor’s view
We had a great time in Leatherhead.  On the way we 
visited Canterbury and its magnificent Cathedral set in
the medieval town.  On Friday we drove to Brighton.   

The Royal Pavilion is splendid and the promenade 
along the seafront and the pier a real pleasure.  

The official twinning ceremony took place on Saturday 
morning.  A big thank you to the wonderful harpist - I 
didn’t know that you could do so much on a harp.  
Stunning!  We will remember her for a long time.  

The afternoon was free.  As for 
myself I went to Wisley 
Gardens.  I love that place.  
We don’t have such beautiful 
gardens in France.  

In the evening we gathered at Tyrell’s Wood Golf Club
for the dinner dance. When the French say that 
English food is not very good I often wonder if those 
people have ever been in England.  We ate very well 
and everything was so well organized.  I will also 
remember the quiz as I almost won!  What a good idea 

it was!  We had lots of fun and nothing better than 
music and dance to finish the day in beauty. It was 
very sad to leave Leatherhead on Sunday morning.  
Many thanks to all of you for looking after us during 
that long weekend. 

Claire Muff

Un weekend à Leatherhead
We departed from Triel impatient to meet our English 
friends again with whom cordial and enduring ties have 
been formed.  We stopped at Canterbury to visit its 
ancient cathedral, in which Thomas à Becket was 
assassinated in 1170. It is a magnificent, silent place,
mysterious and moving.  We arrived in Leatherhead at 
6pm and were welcomed warmly..

On Friday visited Brighton and its Royal Pavilion, the 
splendid seaside palace of George IV.  From the 
outside the building resembles an Indian palace.  The 
interior is richly decorated, inspired by Chinese and 
Indian styles.  George IV loved to surround himself 
with guests and he adored music.  During WW2 the 
palace served as a hospital for Indian and West Indian 
soldiers.  We lunched in one of the charming seaside 
restaurants and strolled around the little Brighton 
streets.

On Saturday morning we were officially welcomed by 
Mrs Bridget Lewis-Carr at Leatherhead Register 
Office.  M. Joel Mancel, Mayor of Triel, thanked the 
town of Leatherhead warmly and in the name of our 
commune presented a beautiful clock.  Margaret Watson 

enchanted us 
with her music
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In the afternoon we met up again to celebrate the 120th

anniversary of Leatherhead Institute, built in 1892 as a 
centre for meetings and to give assistance to 
townspeople who had hit difficult times. There was a
musical welcome from the Mole Valley Orchestra 
which included French tunes and the French and 
British National Anthems. 

Tyrrel’s Wood Golf club was a magnificent setting for 
our Saturday gala evening and the atmosphere was 
particularly festive as we danced to music by “The 
Residents”. Queen Elizabeth’s Jubilee was not 
forgotten as we left with a beautiful mug decorated 
with a portrait of the Queen.

L’année prochaine, nous accueillerons à notre tour nos 
amis anglais…et nous réfléchissons  d’ores et déjà à 
la qualité de l’accueil que nous leur réserverons….

Nicole Jusseraud – President of l’Amitie 
Europeennee, Triel’s twinning organisation

And now from a British perspective

Our friends from Triel sur Seine came to visit us this 
year, here in Leatherhead sur Taupe.  We had 
planned a busy weekend and had heaps of offers of 
accommodation.   The weather managed to just about 
behave itself, making a welcome break in the worst 
Spring and Summer weather for 100 years.  

We were up bright and early on Friday for our day’s 
trip to Brighton.  Paul Pickering gave a most 
informative talk, in French, during the journey down, 
telling us so much about the Royal Pavilion.  We had a 
great tour of the Pavilion and then enjoyed a delicious 
lunch in one of Brighton’s many restaurants. On Friday 
evening four homes hosted supper parties, which was 
a great success.  

I had the pleasure to host the Civic Reception at the 
Mansion House where I welcomed the Mayor of Triel, 
M Joel Mancel.  We were entertained by Margaret 
Watson who played the harp in a very jolly and popular 
fashion, with refreshments in the conservatory and 
gardens.  

Bridget Lewis-Carr  Chairman of MVDC 2011/2012

Croquet at Polesden

For our summer picnic this year, the committee 
decided to test the croquet skills of our members so, 
on a hot sunny summer’s day in mid-August, some 25 
of our members gathered on the croquet lawn at 
Polesden Lacey to take up mallets at noon. We were 
all getting into the swing of things (swing…get it?!) 
when the heavens opened and, thunder and lightning 
crashing all around us, we ran for the trees! Our 
games soon resumed and we all discovered just how 
difficult it is to get the ball through the hoop...
Afterwards we all enjoyed a delightful picnic lunch 
(Bridget slept through some of this!) to the lazy strains 
of jazz on the Polesden lawn. The committee have an 
almost unbroken record of choosing beautiful sunshine 
for our summer gathering, and the Polesden picnic this 
year certainly didn’t disappoint. 

Champagne all the way!

Back in September, five of the Friends of Triel travelled 
from Leatherhead to the heart of the wine-making 
region of Champagne, to join the annual Triel / 
Seligenstadt walking weekend.  We were blessed with 
the most wonderful weather for our 2-night stay and, 
as usual, it was a fun-filled and happy time.

On Saturday morning, we set off in beautiful sunshine 
up the hill out of Moussy to visit the delightful medieval 
Church of Chavot, nestling among the rolling vine-clad 
hills of Champagne and commanding stunning views 
of the vineyards for miles around (see photo).  Our 
guide explained the history and architecture of the 
church, which incorporates a Roman doorway, a 
medieval font, and an entrance on each wall so the 
locals from each of the 3 neighbouring hamlets could 
enter by their own door!
A picnic lunch in the shady woods was followed by a 
gentle stroll back down the hill via a local Champagne 
producer for a ‘degustation’ – delicious!

Leatherhead-sur-Taupe : a new 
name for our town.  
What do you think of the new name?

Send me your thoughts: 
Elaine.crutchley@gmail.com

More picnicking than croquet?
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Later in the afternoon we boarded a ‘petit train’ for a 
tour of Epernay, the centre of the Champagne 
producing region, which is a very interesting and 
picturesque town, but the tour commentary stretched 
our language skills to the limit as the recording was in 
German…not a hope! 

We travelled home on the Sunday after another 
vineyard tour, a second ‘degustation’ and a delicious 
dinner.  Good food, good wine and excellent company 
in a truly beautiful part of ‘la belle France’...what’s not 
to love?  Our thanks to Nobi and Trudis for their 
organisation of the weekend and next year we hope 
even more of the Friends will join us for this happy 
international event.

The Church of Chavot nestling amongst 
wall-to-wall vineyards in Champagne

Did you know? … Triel and Seligenstadt have just 
celebrated the 45th anniversary of their twinning!  
Congratulations to both towns and we wish their 
friendship many more happy years.  Perhaps this is 
our target for the Leatherhead / Triel twinning…?!

..and other Friends social events in 
2012

We never made it to Virginia Water but we did enjoy a 
friendly Sunday lunch at “The Windsor Castle” on 22nd

April.  Some friends said they felt it was too far to 
travel.  The committee would welcome ideas for future 
socials.  Please speak or email any of us.

2012 has been a year of sporting achievement.  So 
here is our sporting quiz.  Please send your answers to 
elaine.crutchley1@gmail.com  before the AGM or bring 
along on the evening.  We will award a small prize to 
the winner!

Questions sportifs avec des 
connexions françaises

1. A famous “little sparrow” had no regrets about her 
affair with which champion boxer?

2. Give the names of who (in sporting terms) were 
the four musketeers.

3. Who was the first non European to win the Tour de 
France?

4. Who has scored the most goals in a single World 
Cup Football Cup Finals competition?

5. Who would compete in a polka dot jersey?
6. Who are the current Olympic Rugby Union 

champions?
7. Which racket sport featured in just one Olympic 

games?
8. What team sport was banned by the Vichy 

government?
9. The French Grand Prix of 1958 was the last Grand 

Prix start for which world champion driver?
10. Who in 1999 made seven when six would have 

won the title?

Thank you but not Goodbye

Bernard Salsbury has decided to stand down as 
Treasurer at this year’s AGM.  We are very grateful for 
his contribution to the successful running of the 
Friends of Triel.  He has kept us on track with humour 
and patience and we believe, through his expert 
guidance, has enabled us to keep our finances in a 
sound state.  Its time to put your feet up Bernard, but 
we will do hope you will continue to be part of our 
gatherings and visits.

And to Jenny Macfarlane who has brought many ideas 
and school connections to the committee.  It’s been 
good having another fluent French speaker, and we 
will miss your contributions at committee meetings and 
work behind the scenes.

Friends of Triel AGM
You are all cordially invited to the Friends AGM / 
Cheese and Wine which will be held on Tuesday 20
November 2012 at 8pm in the Reeves room at 
Leatherhead Parish Church Hall.  

The agenda will be

1. Welcome
2. Minutes of last AGM
3. Matters Arising
4. Chairman’s report
5. Treasurer’s report
6. Election of Officers 
7. Any other business – June visit to Triel

The committee hope as many members and friends as 
possible will join us for cheese and wine (all French of 
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course!) after the meeting. We would also be very 
interested to hear from anyone who would like to join 
the committee.

Members should note that their annual subscription of 
£5 per person will be due for payment in November 
2012 at the AGM.

STOP PRESS!!!    
Looking forward, the proposed dates for the visit to our friends in Triel will be from Thursday 6 June 2013 to Sunday 
9 June 2013. We are hoping that fixing the dates so early we will result in a good turn out and enable us to secure a 
better choice of crossings for the coach. 

Joining the Friends of Triel

There is great enthusiasm in Triel to 
link up with local organisations over 
here - representatives from French 
churches, choral societies, football 
clubs, schools and a host of other 
organisations in Triel are keen to 

foster links with similar organisations in the 
Leatherhead area.  The twinning committee would be 
delighted to hear from any local groups who would like 
to join the ‘Friends of Triel’.

On a more personal level, the welcome and hospitality 
encountered by the various groups who have visited 
Triel over the years is always warm and generous. The 
committee are keen to expand the membership of the 
‘Friends of Triel’ and would welcome any individuals or 
families who would like to join as new members.  If you 
are interested in joining or finding out more, please 
contact Paula Hancock  on 07767 833427 or  by email 
paula303@2000net.com

About Triel
Triel-sur-Seine is a small town of 11000 inhabitants 
situated approximately 30 kilometres north-west of 
Paris on the banks of the River Seine.

Located on an old trade route 
which ran from the coastal 
towns of the north-west to 
Poissy and Paris, Triel was 
proclaimed a free town in 1221.  
The ancient church of St Martin 
in Triel, which dates back to 
1240, is renowned for its 
impressive stained glass 
windows.  Triel also has a small 

theatre in a recently-restored 18th century building.

The wooded hills behind the town are known as the 
Bois de L’Hautil and are a popular place for walking.
On the crest of these hills is the Château de la Tour 
which was built in 1890 and now houses the Triel 
Observatory.  Opened in 1991 and known as the “Parc 
aux Etoiles”, the observatory affords an unparalleled 
view of the universe and is a stargazer’s paradise!

The people of Triel-sur-Seine are known as “les 
Triellois” and are not only proud of their town, but also 
extremely hospitable.  We hope that you will take 
advantage of their hospitality and discover Triel for 
yourself. 

For more information see the web-site 
http://www.mairie-triel78.fr/ where you can 
also download a copy of a membership 
application form.  We always look forward to 
welcoming new members.
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