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Spring Social 
 
 

A spring day in April 
when it didn’t rain, 
quite an event this 
year of cold and 
soggy weather.  15 
members strode off 
for the walk round 
Claremont Lake 

and who was round the fastest? Two of our oldest 
members – Joyce and Jean.  The rest of the group met 
them when we were less than half way round! 
 

 
 
Elaine found a goose egg, sadly not the golden one, and 
Brenda made the acquaintance of a fellow senior.   
 

 
 
Point of interest – the 
legend to Brenda’s left 
read “I am very old 
and I need to rest”.  
Brenda said she had a 
strong fellow feeling 
with this ancient 
shrub, whose identity 
was not clear to us. 

 
For many more pictures why not visit the website – 
www.friendsoftriel.com. After this energetic promenade 
we adjourned to the Garston’s Farm restaurant where 
we were joined by additional members.  A delicious 
meal, great conversations and then an opportunity to 
browse and purchase plants for our gardens. 
 

It was a very enjoyable day with a good number of 
laughs. 
 
Please look out for the dates of our summer social and 
AGM to be announced. 
 

And now for the big event – the 15th 
exchange visit of our association 

 
At the time of writing there is only a week to go until we 
welcome our French friends for our 15th Exchange Visit.  
The Triellois  will arrive at 5.30pm on Thursday 10th 
May and will be whisked to a brief welcome ceremony 
in the  Leatherhead URC church.  We have been busy 
lining up a schedule which we hope will be enjoyed by 
French and English alike.  On Friday there will be 
guided tour around Arundel Castle and an opportunity 
to roam in its beautiful gardens.  Saturday morning there 
is an optional visit to the Isabella Plantation, which I am 
looking forward to,  as we knew the head gardener who 
led the original planting.  And of course the climax will 
be our biennial dinner dance at Tyrrell’s Wood Golf Club 
– a beautiful setting to spend an evening with friends 
from both sides of La Manche. 
 
A very big thank you to all our hosts and to the 
committee who have worked so hard on all the 
arrangements.  Thank you to Simon Ling, the outgoing 
Chair of Mole Valley, who joined us in Triel last year and 
who will be giving a welcome speech on Thursday 
evening reception. 
 
C'est la première fois que nous incluons le bulletin 
dans notre pack de bienvenue pour la visite. L'éditrice, 
Elaine, aimerait recevoir vos commentaires et toutes 
les contributions que vous aimeriez faire - en français 
ou en anglais.  Nous aimons particulièrement recevoir 
des photos.! 
  
Please send any contributions to 
elaine.crutchley1@gmail.com.  
 

Association AGM 
 

This was held on 21st November and as usual involved 
a short business meeting followed by some delicious 
wine and cheese.  The wine itself would have cheered 
up a November evening, but there was a cheerful buzz 
of conversation and we were grateful for many 
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constructive comments from those attending.  We 
believe that our small association is doing important 
work in our area promoting positive relationships with a 
French community in these days of Brexit. 
 
Paula presented the Annual Report which highlighted 
the visit to Triel and other events.  The membership 
stands at 43.  We welcomed new members but sadly a 
number have chosen not to re-join this year.  Please 
keep passing on the word about what we are doing so 
we can keep on recruiting.  Younger members are 
particularly welcome.  David also presented the detailed 
accounts of which a summary is given below. 
 
Our committee for 2017-2018 has been joined by Kate 
Jhugroo, who has already contributed her energy and 
enthusiasm.  Re-elected members are Paula Hancock, 
Chair; David Crutchley, Treasurer; Navin Mehta, 
Secretary; Bridget Carr, Bridget Kendrick, our Council 
rep; Julia Baker, Jo Hancock, Membership; Elaine 
Crutchley (Newsletter).  Many thanks also go to Brian 
Baker who has been invaluable in running our website.  
Bridget Kendrick has also set up a Facebook page.  We 
need some Fb enthusiasts to post invitations to events 
and pictures.  So if you are on Fb from time to time we 
would value your input.  
 

Short report from the Treasurer 
 
 

 
 
. 

 
 

 
In the year to October 2017 we made a loss of £103.  
This arose from a loss made on the visit to Triel, 
because we were just short of the numbers required to 
break even.  The cost of the coach and ferry is rising 
beyond the rate of inflation year by year, and the rate of 
exchange was not favourable.  At the end of the year 
we had £2878 in the bank which is nearly £400 more 
than we had 5 years ago, which is encouraging.  It does 
help that for our events and visits to Triel if commitment 
and payment is made early.  We have maintained the 
subscription at £8 per person.  We hope that pleases 
you all! 

French conversation 
It was agreed we would set up an occasional informal 
session on a Friday afternoon.  This would be in one 
another’s’ homes and we would serve tea or a glass of 
wine to help the conversation flow.   I was intending to 
send out an invitation earlier in the year, but planning 
for the visit overtook me, so I have included it in the 
mailing with this letter.   
 

Word on the Street  
 

Some phrases we could use in our French conversation 

 
 « J’ai la tête comme 
une citrouille » 

 
This means that I have 
so much on our mind 
that it feels my head is 
going to explode. 
 

Here’s another one. « Il/elle crache dans la soupe » 
does not mean he has fallen into the soup.  Rather it is 
describing someone who is ungrateful. 

 
Arundel Quiz 

 
For all those going to 
Arundel – a prize will go 
to the French visitor who 
has the highest score. 
 
 

1. What special feast is associated with the founding 
of Arundel Castle? 

2. How soon after the Norman conquest was it 
founded? 

3. For 400 years the castle has been the “seat” of 
which family? 

4. Which ranks higher in English aristocracy – a duke 
or an earl? 

5. During the English Civil War (1642-1651) which 
side did the castle support? 

6. The castle was restored in the 19th century.  What 
was the style of architecture used in its 
restoration? 

7. The Fitzalan Chapel is the castle’s church.  What 
is very unusual about this church? 

8. What is a stumpery and what benefits do they 
bring? 

9. The cathedral was originally a Catholic parish 
church for Arundel.  To whom was it dedicated? 

10. When did it become a cathedral? 
11. It is one of the best examples of what sort of 

architecture? 
12. Why was the cathedral rededicated to Our Lady 

and St Philip Howard? 
13. The River Arun is one of the fastest flowing rivers 

in England. How far upstream is it tidal?   
14. Which town is built at the mouth of the River Arun? 
15. People born in Arundel are named locally after a 

fish that lives in the river?  What fish is it? 
16. What is the name of the 16th century teahouse in 

Tarrant Street? 
17. What rare bird hatched last month at the WWT 

Centre in Arundel? 
18. Where might you see many racing horses in the 

locality? 
19. In which county is Arundel located? 
20. What is the origin of the name of the county? 
 
Please write down your answers and bring them to the 
Dinner Dance. 


